
 
    

          March 30, 2011 

 

VIA UPS 

VIA EMAIL: govgeneral@wisconsin.gov 

 

Governor Scott Walker 

Office of Governor Scott Walker 

115 East Capitol 

Madison, WI 53702 

 

 Re: Trademark Infringement and Unfair Competition 

 

Dear Governor Walker: 

 

 Our firm represents the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 

Organizations (the “AFL-CIO”).  It has come to our attention that the Facebook page of 

“Governor Scott Walker, Public Figure” contains a photograph with both the name and logo of 

the AFL-CIO, which purports to be an endorsement by the AFL-CIO of Governor Scott Walker.  

A copy of the photograph is attached to this letter. 

 

The AFL-CIO wants to make it very clear that it in no way endorses or supports 

Governor Walker.  In addition, the AFL-CIO certainly does not endorse or support your 

unauthorized use of the AFL-CIO’s name or any of its marks.  This letter is to demand that 

you, Governor Walker, and those acting on your behalf, must immediately cease and desist 

from any and all unauthorized uses of the AFL-CIO name and marks, or risk legal action.   
 

The AFL-CIO owns several registrations at the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office protecting both its name and its logo.  For example, Registration No. 3,721,625 protects 

; Registration No. 2,165,555 protects the words AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 

LABOR CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS; and Registration No. 2,142,697 

protects the AFL-CIO mark, all of which are displayed in the photograph that is currently posted 

on your Facebook page.  These marks are clearly very important marks belonging to the AFL-

CIO.  They have in continuous use by the AFL-CIO for over fifty years, and extensive goodwill 

is associated with these valuable marks. 



  Your use of the AFL-CIO’s marks demonstrates that you are presenting yourself to the 

public as a public figure with AFL-CIO support.  There can be nothing farther from the truth.  

Your actions constitute trademark infringement and unfair competition in violation of both state 

and federal law.  Please recognize that failure to cease your infringing actions may subject you to 

a court-ordered injunction, a substantial monetary damages award, attorneys’ fees and court 

costs.  Furthermore, any continued use of the AFL-CIO’s marks after receipt of this letter will 

constitute evidence of bad faith and will reflect on an assessment of damages. 

 

 Please indicate your assent to comply with this demand by signing in the space below and 

returning a signed copy of this letter to me no later than Thursday, April 7, 2011. 

 

 Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

 

 

          Sincerely, 

                   
          Karen A. Post 

 

 

I, Scott Walker, Governor of the State of Wisconsin, agree that I have removed the AFL-CIO’s  

name and logo, and any other marks of the AFL-CIO, from my Facebook.com page and from 

any physical or electronic documents of the Governor of Wisconsin and/or Scott Walker, 

including but not limited to letters, emails, letterhead, solicitations, brochures, publications, 

business cards, and the Internet.  I certify that I, and those acting on my behalf, have ceased 

distributing or publicly displaying any such materials.  I further agree that neither I, nor anyone 

acting on my behalf, will resume unauthorized use of the AFL-CIO’s name and logo or any other 

marks of the AFL-CIO for any purposes and in any manner, and understand that authorized use 

requires the express written permission of the AFL-CIO for a specific purpose. 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Signature 

 

___________________________________ 

Name 

 

___________________________________ 

Title 

 

___________________________________ 

Date 

 

Attachment 

 

cc:  Keith Gilkes, Chief of Staff 
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